
Glendale Unified School District 
 

Senior High School 
 

November 21, 2000 
 
Department:  English/Language Arts 
 
Course Title:  American Literature/Composition 1-2 (AP) 
 
Course Number: 1270, 1271 
 
Grade:  11 
 
Semester Hours:  10 
 
Prerequisite:  Teacher recommendation 
 
Course Description: For the university-bound honors student who is highly motivated and 

capable of performing advanced literary study and composition.  The 
course includes the study of American Literature and related instruction 
in the basic reading, writing, and oral strategies and applications as 
aligned with the state standards.  Additionally, this course prepares 
students to take the Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
Exam. 

 
I. Student Learning Objectives 
 

A. Reading (Domain) 
 

 1. Word Analysis, Fluency, and Systematic Vocabulary Development 
(Strand) - Students apply their knowledge of word origins to determine 
the meaning of new words encountered in reading materials and use 
those words accurately. 
 
a. Trace the etymology of significant terms used in political science 

and history. 
 
b. Apply knowledge of Greek, Latin, and Anglo-Saxon roots and 

affixes to draw inferences concerning the meaning of scientific 
and mathematical terminology. 

 
c. Discern the meaning of analogies encountered, analyzing specific 

comparisons as well as relationships and inferences. 
 
2. Reading Comprehension (Focus on Informational Materials) (Strand) - 

Students read and understand grade-level-appropriate material.  They 
analyze the organizational patterns, arguments and positions advanced.  
The selections in Recommended Readings in Literature, Grades Nine Through 
Twelve illustrate the quality and complexity of the materials to be read by  
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 students.  In addition, by grade twelve, students read two million words 
annually on their own, including a wide variety of classic and 
contemporary literature, magazines, newspapers, and online information. 

 
a. Analyze both the features and the rhetorical devices of different 

types of public documents (e.g., policy statements, speeches, 
debates, and platforms) and the way in which authors use those 
features and devices. 

 
b. Analyze the way in which clarity of meaning is affected by the 

patterns of organization, hierarchical structures, repetition of the 
main ideas, syntax, and word choice in the text. 

 
c. Verify and clarify facts presented in other types of expository 

texts by using a variety of consumer, workplace, and public 
documents. 

 
d. Make warranted and reasonable assertions about the author's 

arguments by using elements of the text to defend and clarify 
interpretations. 

 
e. Analyze an author's implicit and explicit philosophical 

assumptions and beliefs about a subject. 
 

f. Critique the power, validity, and truthfulness of arguments set 
forth in public documents; their appeal to both friendly and 
hostile audiences; and the extent to which the arguments 
anticipate and address reader concerns and counterclaims (e.g., 
appeal to reason, to authority, to pathos and emotion). 

 
3. Literary Response and Analysis (Strand) - Students read and respond to 

historically or significant works of literature that reflect and enhance 
their studies of history and social science. They conduct in-depth 
analyses of recurrent themes.  The selections in Recommended Readings in 
Literature, Grades Nine Through Twelve illustrate the quality and 
complexity of the materials to be read by students. 
 
a. Analyze the way in which the theme or meaning of a selection 

represents a view or comment on life, using textual evidence to 
support the claim. 

 
b. Analyze the ways in which irony, tone, mood, the author's style, 

and the "sound" of language achieve specific rhetorical or 
aesthetic purposes or both. 

 
c. Analyze ways in which poets use imagery, personification, 

figures of speech, and sounds to evoke readers' emotions. 
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d. Analyze recognized works of American literature representing a 

variety of genre and traditions: 
 

1.) Trace the development of American literature from the 
colonial period forward. 

 
2.) Contrast the major periods, themes, styles, and trends and 

describe how works by members of different cultures 
relate to one another in each period. 

 
3.) Evaluate the philosophical, political, religious, ethical, and 

social influences of the historical period that shaped the 
characters, plots, and settings. 

 
e. Analyze the clarity and consistency of political assumptions in a 

selection of literary works or essays on a topic (e.g., suffrage, 
women's role in organized labor). (Political approach) 

 
B. Writing (Domain) 
 

1. Writing Strategies (Strand) - Students write coherent and focused texts 
that convey a well-defined perspective and tightly reasoned argument. 
The writing demonstrates students' awareness of the audience and 
purpose and progression through the stages of the writing process. 
 
a. Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse (e.g., 

purpose, speaker, audience, form) when completing narrative, 
expository, persuasive, or descriptive writing assignments. 

 
b. Use point of view, characterization, style (e.g., use of irony), and 

related elements for specific rhetorical and aesthetic purposes. 
 

c. Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persuasive, and 
sophisticated way and support them with precise and relevant 
examples. 

 
d. Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices, including the 

extended use of parallelism, repetition, and analogy; the 
incorporation of visual aids (e.g., graphs, tables, pictures); and the 
issuance of a call for action. 

 
e. Use language in natural, fresh, and vivid ways to establish a 

specific tone. 
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f. Develop presentations by using clear research questions and 

creative and critical research strategies (e.g., field studies, oral 
histories, interviews, experiments, electronic sources). 

 
g. Use systematic strategies to organize and record information (e.g., 

anecdotal scripting, annotated bibliographies). 
 

h. Revise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence 
variety and style, and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone in 
ways that are consistent with the purpose, audience, and genre. 

 
2. Writing Applications (Genre and Their Characteristics) - Students 

combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and 
description to produce texts of at least 1,500 words each. Student writing 
demonstrates a command of standard American English and the 
research, organizational, and drafting strategies outlined in Writing 
Strategies. 

 
a. Write fictional, autobiographical, or biographical narratives: 
 

1.) Narrate a sequence of events and communicate their 
significance to the audience. 

 
2.)  Locate scenes and incidents in specific places. 
 
3.) Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, 

and smells of a scene and the specific actions, movements, 
gestures, and feelings of the characters; use interior 
monologue to depict the characters' feelings. 

 
4.) Pace the presentations of actions to accommodate 

temporal, spatial, and dramatic mood changes. 
 
5.) Make effective use of descriptions of appearances, images, 

shifting perspectives, and sensory details. 
 

b. Write responses to literature: 
 

1.) Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the 
significant ideas in works or passages. 

 
2.) Analyze the use of imagery, language, universal themes, 

and unique aspects of the text. 
 

3.) Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate 
and detailed references to the text and to other works. 
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4.) Demonstrate an understanding of the author's use of 

stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects created. 
 

5.) Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, 
nuances, and complexities within the text. 

 
c. Write reflective compositions: 

 
1.) Explore the significance of personal experiences, events, 

conditions, or concerns by using rhetorical strategies (e.g., 
narration, description, exposition, persuasion). 

 
2.) Draw comparisons between specific incidents and broader 

themes that illustrate the writer's important beliefs or 
generalizations about life. 

 
3.) Maintain a balance in describing individual incidents and 

relate those incidents to more general and abstract ideas. 
 

d. Write historical investigation reports: 
 

1.) Use exposition, narration, description, argumentation, 
exposition, or some combination of rhetorical strategies to 
support the main proposition. 

 
2.) Analyze several historical records of a single event, 

examining critical relationships between elements of the 
research topic. 

 
3.) Explain the perceived reason or reasons for the similarities 

and differences in historical records with information 
derived from primary and secondary sources to support or 
enhance the presentation. 

 
4.) Include information from all relevant perspectives and 

take into consideration the validity and reliability of 
sources. 

 
5.) Include a formal bibliography. 

 
e. Deliver multimedia presentations: 

 
1.) Combine text, images, and sound and draw information 

from many sources (e.g., television broadcasts, videos, 
films, newspapers, magazines, CD ROMs, the Internet, 
electronic media-generated images). 
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2.) Select an appropriate medium for each element of the 

presentation. 
 

3.) Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately 
and monitoring for quality. 

 
4.) Test the audience's response and revise the presentation 

accordingly.  
 

C. Written and Oral English-Language Conventions - The standards from written 
and oral English-language conventions have been placed between those for 
writing and for listening and speaking because these conventions are essential to 
both sets of skills.  

 
1. Written and Oral English-Language Conventions 

 
a. Demonstrate control of grammar, dictions, and paragraph and 

sentence structure and an understanding of English usage. 
 

b. Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct 
punctuation and capitalization. 

 
c. Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing. 

 
D. Listening and Speaking (Domain) 

 
1. Listening and Speaking Strategies - Students formulate adroit judgments 

about oral communication. They deliver focused and coherent  
 presentations that convey clear and distinct perspectives and 

demonstrate solid reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary 
tailored to the audience and purpose. 
 
a. Use rhetorical questions, parallel structure, concrete images, 

figurative language, characterization irony, and dialogue to 
achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect. 

 
b. Distinguish between and use various forms of classical and 

contemporary logical arguments, including: 
 

1.) Inductive and deductive reasoning  
 

2.) Syllogisms and analogies 
 

c. Use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals that enhance a specific 
tone and purpose. 

 



Revised 8/25/04 

American Lit./Comp. 1-2 (AP) 
Page 7 
 

 
d. Use effective and interesting language, including: 

 
1.) Informal expressions for effect 

 
2.) Standard American English for clarity 
 
3.) Technical language for specificity 

 
e. Critique a speaker's diction and syntax in relation to the purpose 

of an oral communication and the impact the words may have on 
the audience. 

 
f. Identify logical fallacies used in oral addresses (e.g., attack ad 

hominem, false causality, red herring, overgeneralization, 
bandwagon effect).  

 
g. Analyze the four basic types of persuasive speech (i.e., 

propositions of fact, value, problem, or policy) and understand 
the similarities and differences in their patterns of organization 
and the use of persuasive language, reasoning, and proof. 

 
h. Analyze the techniques used in media messages for a particular 

audience and evaluate their effectiveness (e.g., Orson Welles' 
radio broadcast "War of the Worlds"). 

 
2. Speaking Applications (Genre and Their Characteristics) (Strand) - 

Students deliver polished formal and extemporaneous presentations that 
combine traditional rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, 
persuasion, and description. Student speaking demonstrates a command 
of standard American English and the organizational and delivery 
strategies outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 1. 

 
a. Deliver oral reports on historical investigations: 

 
1.) Use exposition, narration, description, persuasion, or some 

combination of those to support the thesis. 
 

2.) Analyze several historical records of a single event, 
examining critical relationships between elements of the 
research topic. 

 
3.) Explain the perceived reason or reasons for the similarities 

and differences by using information derived from primary 
and secondary sources to support or enhance the presentation. 
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4.) Include information on all relevant perspectives and 

consider the validity and reliability of sources. 
 

b. Deliver oral responses to literature: 
 

1.) Demonstrate a comprehensive understanding of the 
significant ideas of literary works (e.g., make assertions 
about the text that are reasonable and supportable). 

 
2.) Analyze the imagery, language, universal themes, and 

unique aspects of the text through the use of rhetorical 
strategies (e.g., narration, description, persuasion, 
exposition, and a combination of those strategies). 

 
3.) Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate 

and detailed references to the text or to other works. 
 

4.) Demonstrate an awareness of the author's use of stylistic 
devices and an appreciation of the effects created. 

 
5.) Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, 

nuances, and complexities within the text. 
 

c. Deliver multimedia presentations: 
 

1.) Combine text, images, and sound by incorporating 
information from a wide range of media, including films, 
newspapers, magazines, CD ROMs, online information, 
television, videos, and electronic media-generated images. 

 
2.) Select an appropriate medium for each element of the 

presentation. 
 

3.) Use the selected media skillfully, editing appropriately 
and monitoring for quality. 

 
4.) Test the audience's response and revise the presentation 

accordingly. 
 
II. Sample Assessments 
 
 A. Reading 
 
  1. Computer programs 
 
  2. Oral assessment 
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  3. Teacher-made tests 
 
  4. Projects 
 
  5. Collaborative projects 
 
  6. Essays 
 
  7. Class presentations 
 
  8. Note taking 
 
 B. Writing 
 
  1. Essays 
 
   a. Compare/contrast 
 
   b. Persuasive 
 
   c. Interpretive 
 
   d. Creative 
 
   e. Cause/effect 
 
  2. Style analysis 
 
  3. Research paper 
 
  4. Writing process including peer evaluation 
 
  5. Multimedia presentations 
 
 C. Written and Oral Conventions 
 
  1. Note taking 
 
  2. Research paper 
 
  3. Teacher-made tests 
 
  4. Essays 
 
  5. Multimedia presentations 
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 D. Listening and Speaking 
 
  1. Class discussion 
 
  2. Oral report 
 
  3. Teacher-made tests 
 
  4. Multimedia presentation 
 
  5. Note taking 
 
III. Proposed Timeline 
 
 A. Reading     40% 
 
  1. Literature 
 
  2. Expository 
 
 B. Writing     40% 
 
 C. Written and Oral Conventions   10% 
 
 D. Listening and Speaking   10% 
 
IV. Recommended Materials 
 

Anthology 
 The Language of Literature  
 American Literature 
 McDougal Littell, 2002 
 
 All novels that are approved as part of the McDougal Littell Language of Literature 

program in addition to the District approved novels listed below. 
  
 Fiction: 
 As I Lay Dying 
 Awakening 
 Beloved 
 Benjamin Franklin’s Autobiography 
 Billy Budd 
 Catcher in the Rye 
 Children of a Lesser God 
 Death of a Salesman 
 Ethan Frome 
 Eyes Watching God 
 Huck Finn 
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 Killer Angels 
 Life on the Mississippi 
 Moby Dick 
 Native Son 
 Ordinary Love/Good Will 
 Scarlet Letter 
 The Crucible 
 The Glass Menagerie 
 The Grapes of Wrath 
 The Great Gatsby 
 The Night Thoreau Spent in Jail 
 The Sun Also Rises 
 
 Nonfiction: 
 Anthologies 
 Biographies 
 Content Materials 
 Internet Articles 
 Journals 
 Library References 
 Magazines 
 Newspapers 
 Civil Disobedience 
 Reading for Writers 
 The Norton Sampler: Essays 
 Walden 
 World of Ideas 
 
 
 
 


